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Now Touring the UK January 2017 onwards 

Woodbine Willie brings to life the horror and humour of 
daily life in the trenches during The Great War. Drawn 
directly from the poetry of Reverend Geoffrey Studdert-
Kennedy. 

Woodbine Willie is a commemoration and celebration of the 
bravery and sacrifice of those who served in the war to 
end all wars, and reasserts Studdert-Kennedy to his 
rightful place as one of the most original and evocative 
poets of the period. 

Part of ‘The British Invasion’, 
Kansas City Fringe Festival 2014 

“Spackman’s impeccable 
performance is quietly 

astonishing…a life-affirming 
celebration of the human spirit… 
thoughtful and imbued with a dry 

sense of humor” 
Robert Trussel, KC Star 

About Woodbine Willie: 

Rev. G. Studdert-Kennedy was padre to the troops, dispensing 
spiritual sustenance to the soldiers, as well as Woodbine 
cigarettes, which earned him his famous nickname. He received 
the Military Cross for conspicuous bravery for tending to the 
wounded and dying under fire, and after the war he published 
two books of verse about the experiences. 

He has become one of the most overlooked poets of the war 
period, mixing the melancholy and frustration of his more 
famous compatriots with a stoic, everyday language and gallows 
humour that brings the experiences and suffering of the troops 
to vivid life.  

This production is a one-man show taking us through the 
experience of an Everyman Tommy in the Western Front over two 
days. Told entirely in verse drawn directly from the poetry of 
Studdert-Kennedy the show provides a highly personal and 
individual take on the epic conflict, demanding that the 
audience laugh, cry and live life through the eyes of this 
soldier. 



Information for Venues 
Keywords: Theatre, spoken word, poetry, drama, WW1, 

History, War Poets, Commemoration. 
Suitability:  12+ (suitable for younger groups studying 

WW1 history and poetry through school) 
Running Time:  60 mins. No Interval. Optional Q&A 

discussion after the show. 
Space: Main House, Studio, Found Space, Non-

traditional theatrical spaces. 50 - 200 
seat spaces. The performance can be 
presented in a number of ways, from fully 
theatrical setting and lighting/sound, to 
simple recitation for non-theatrical 
settings. 

Touring Team: 1 Performer, 1 Technician 
Get In: 1 hour plus tech time 
Technical: Lighting plans available on request 

depending on version of performance 
chosen. Highly flexible. 
Minimum requirement 2x 13A sockets for 
laptop and touring sound system. 

Workshops: Educational packs and workshops are 
available for schools studying WW1 History 
or War Poetry. 
Please enquire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise for prior work by Albert Welling/Blackout Theatre 
No Direction 2012 

 “This is a show that will delight actors, directors and 
theatregoers alike... Welling's play forces the actors to 
be versatile... the laughs come thick and fast. With two 
plays for the price of one, this show is well worth the 

ticket price" The Stage (4 Stars) 
“Albert Welling’s writing is well observed and tight.” 4 

Stars) Broadway Baby  



Tour opportunities for adventurous 
organisations 
 
Woodbine Willie exists in two forms. The first is a 

traditional theatrical piece for theatre venues 

with full lighting and sound equipment. 

We are also keen to tour our pared back version of 
the piece into Churches, Cathedrals and non-
traditional theatrical spaces that have connections 
to WW1 memorials. We have been in discussion with 
representatives from the Church of England about 
this plan but would be keen to work alongside 

regional theatre and arts 
organisations to help develop this 
area of the tour and help to foster 
partnerships between the two 
sectors. If you would e interested 
in helping us develop this part of 
the tour then please get in contact 
with the Tour Producer, Alex 
Levene. 

About the Companies: 

Blackout Theatre Company – A local company with International 
horizons… Blackout Theatre Company was set up in 1998 by David 
Baxter and Kathy Frost as a small-scale, touring company 
specialising in producing plays which could be hired in by 
charities as an alternative fund-raising source other than 
sponsored walks, jumble sales etc. Since 2010 Blackout have 
co-organised and participated in the British Invasion at the 
Kansas City Fringe alongside a wonderful selection of shows 
from Theatre Tours International, Belt-Up Theatre, Pip Utton, 
Gavin Robertson and Dyad Productions, as well developing and 
performing shows at The Place Theatre, Bedford. 

http://blackoutbedford.wix.com/home 

Wordsetfree Productions - Based in Bedford, UK we work to 
develop live art that fuses poetry and performance, creating 
opportunities for spoken word work, publishing and theatrical 
presentation. At our heart we look to create audience 
experiences that share over-looked, under-appreciated or 
newly-emerging voices from the world of poetry both in our 
local community and beyond. Set up and managed by Alex Levene, 
Alex used his experience of theatre programming and theatrical 
design to develop touring work and product that allows 
organisations to look beyond the walls of their venues. 

www.wordsetfree.co.uk 

Alex Levene: 

alex@wordsetfree.co.uk|07825585907 


